
Good evening, my name is Louise Meaney and I am a Leaving Cert Student in Saint John Bosco 
Community College in Kildysart.  
 
For my John Paul 2 experience, I chose to get involved in my community through the following 
activities, revival of the local Pray and Play group in Coolmeen Church and helping with the 
organisation of the senior citizens party. I have to say that I enjoyed all my work and while all the 
people I met with, worked with and interacted with were most appreciative of my efforts, I was the 
person that gained the most from my experience. 
 
Pray and Play had not been active in the parish for a few years so I decided to revive it. I sent a 
request to the Local Parish Pastoral Council and our Parish Priest, Fr. Albert McDonnell. I ask that I 
be given permission to revive Pray and Play at mass. I got tremendous support and help. It sounded 
like an easy task but there is quite an amount of background work to be completed properly in order 
to run Pray and Play successfully. 
 
I am under 18, so I had to ensure that I had 2 adult supervisors with me at all Pray and Play activities 
and fulfil all child protection requirements as set out by the diocese. I had to recruit enough people 
so that  Pray and Play didn’t become too difficult a task for anyone. The people I recruited also had 
to be Garda vetted. All the children that attended Pray and Play had to get permission slips signed by 
their parents and every Pray and Play day we had an attendance sheet to be signed. I had a pool of 8 
very co-operative, helpful and eager adults and I would have been unable to do Pray and Play 
without them. During the year I sourced my own book and copied the work to be done with the 
children. Our activities included colouring and talking about the story of the gospel. In November, 
we wrote names of all our loved ones who we would remember for the month. Pray and Play was a 
very rewarding experience for me and the children enjoyed coming to mass and joining us at Pray 
and Play. It gave an opportunity to get to know new people and be involved in my community. I plan 
to continue with Pray and Play for as long as I can in Coolmeen Church. 
 
As part of my work for the John Paul 2 awards, I also helped with the organising of the Coolmeen 
Cranny Parish Old Folks Christmas Party of 2014. Community spirit is very evident in the great 
community event. This party is the community’s way of saying that they care and appreciate the 
elderly people in our parish. Organising for this started Christmas 2013, when we spent Saint 
Stephen’s Day in the wren raising funds for the party. 
 
I worked under the direction of Margaret Haugh, who gave me my list of work to do. On the weeks 
of the lead up to the party, Margaret showed me how the cooking of the dinner for up to 100 guests 
would happen. The dinner to be served was the traditional turkey and ham. I helped Margaret with 
the preparation of this food. I had no idea how much food would be required. I wasn’t long 
learning!! 
 
To see the smiles on the faces of the people who attended the party and to listen to their stories and 
hear them trace who people are. 
 
Christ taught us to be loving and giving, Love our neighbour and obey the commandments. My 
participation in the senior citizens Christmas party taught me about treating people with deserve 
respect, giving my time generously, make people feel appreciated and loved. I would describe myself 
as Mary in the story of Mary and Martha. Sometimes the greatest gift we can give to people is the 
gift of ourselves and our time as Christ taught us. 
 
I live in a thriving Catholic community that constantly battles with challenges and change. In the 
work, I undertook as part of my John Paul 2 award participation, I encountered many kind, 



welcoming and dedicated people. People who are committed and dedicated to their faith, parish 
and community. The people are very active in the community and never hesitate to give help, 
participate or arrange church and community based activities. They are living Christ like lives in their 
parishes and instilling their values and love of the parish and community in the people they work 
and interact with. 
 
In my participation my initial thought was that I had so much to give and the parish had so much to 
gain by my participation. In actual fact, it was I that gained most. I worked and was welcomed and 
made to feel loved by people 


